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Introduction	  
	  

In	  2002	  the	  Government	  of	  Canada	  established	  the	  Nuclear	  Waste	  Management	  Organization	  
(NWMO)	  to	  find	  a	  location	  where	  Canada’s	  nuclear	  waste	  could	  be	  safely	  buried	  for	  the	  tens	  of	  
thousands	  of	  years	  that	  it	  would	  remain	  hazardous.	  	  

Today,	  the	  NWMO	  has	  narrowed	  its	  search	  for	  the	  burial	  of	  high-‐level	  nuclear	  waste	  (spent	  fuel	  
rods	   and	   reactor	   components)	   to	   five	   locations,	   all	   in	  Ontario.	   Huron-‐Kinloss	   is	   one	   of	   these	  
potential	  disposal	  sites.	  	  

The	  NWMO	  has	  engaged	  extensively	  with	  municipal	  governments	  throughout	  its	  search	  process.	  
While	  a	  number	  of	  the	  municipalities	  that	  were	  originally	  suggested	  have	  said	  they	  would	  not	  
host	   the	  disposal	  site,	   the	   five	  remaining	  municipalities	  are	  still	  open	  to	  the	  possibility	  at	   this	  
time.	  	  

The	  NWMO	  has	  stated	  that	  it	  would	  only	  locate	  the	  burial	  site	  in	  a	  “willing	  host”	  municipality,	  
but	  has	  not	  defined	  how	  it	  would	  determine	  the	  willingness	  of	  potential	  hosts.	  	  

The	  Township	  of	  Huron-‐Kinloss	  is	  taking	  an	  active	  role	  in	  the	  selection	  process,	  enabling	  NWMO	  
to	  hold	  public	  information	  meetings	  every	  month	  or	  two.	  The	  Township	  has	  also	  established	  a	  
Nuclear	   Waste	   Community	   Advisory	   Committee,	   composed	   of	   residents	   and	   members	   of	  
Township	  Council.	  	  

A	  central	  role	  of	  the	  Bruce	  Beach	  Cottager's	  Association	  (BBCA)	  is	  to	  represent	  the	  views	  of	  the	  
Beach	  community	  to	  the	  Township	  of	  Huron-‐Kinloss.	  The	  BBCA	  therefore	  conducted	  a	  survey	  in	  
in	  August	  2019	   to	  determine	   the	  views	  of	   residents	  on	   the	  proposed	  plan	   for	   the	  disposal	  of	  
high-‐level	  nuclear	  waste.	  	  
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Highlights	  
The	   Bruce	   Beach	   Cottagers'	   Association	   (BBCA)	   conducted	   a	   survey	   to	   determine	   residents’	  
views	  on	  the	  proposal	  to	  bury	  Canada’s	  high-‐level	  nuclear	  waste	   in	  Huron-‐Kinloss.	  The	  survey	  
was	  conducted	  in	  August	  2019	  and	  received	  400	  complete	  responses.	  	  

•	   39%	   support	   burying	   high-‐level	   nuclear	  waste	   in	   some	   secure	   location	   and	   38%	   support	  
keeping	  it	  available	  for	  a	  future	  decision	  (Figure	  1).	  Most	  of	  the	  39%	  who	  advocate	  burial	  
do	  not	  wish	  to	  see	  this	  take	  place	  in	  Huron-‐Kinloss.	  	  

•	   72%	  of	  respondents	  oppose	  the	  burial	  of	  high-‐level	  nuclear	  waste	  in	  Huron-‐Kinloss,	  while	  
14%	  support	  it	  (Figure	  2).	  

•	   A	   substantial	   majority	   of	   respondents,	   71%,	   support	   a	   municipal	   vote	   of	   Huron-‐Kinloss	  
residents	  on	  the	  proposal	  to	  bury	  waste	  in	  Huron-‐Kinloss	  (Figure	  3).	  	  

•	   Nearly	  two-‐thirds	  of	  respondents	  consider	  themselves	  to	  be	  well-‐informed	  on	  the	  nuclear	  
waste	  disposal	  issue	  (Figure	  4).	  

•	   A	   large	   majority,	   84%,	   agree	   that	   there	   should	   be	   an	   independent	   assessment	   –	   by	   an	  
authority	  other	  than	  the	  NWMO	  –	  of	  the	  risks	  and	  benefits	  of	  locating	  the	  high-‐level	  waste	  
storage	  facility	  in	  Huron-‐Kinloss	  (Figure	  5).	  

•	   Respondents	   overwhelmingly	   (98%)	   support	   the	   BBCA	   in	   representing	   the	   views	   of	   the	  
Beach	   community	   to	   the	   Township	   of	   Huron-‐Kinloss	   and	   other	   relevant	   organizations.	  
(Figure	  6).	  	  

•	   Respondents	  would	  also	  like	  to	  see	  information	  and	  updates	  on	  the	  nuclear	  waste	  issue	  on	  
the	  BBCA	  website	  (Figure	  7).	  

•	   A	  majority,	  53%,	  anticipate	  that	  the	  project	  would	  have	  a	  positive	  impact	  on	  the	  economy	  
of	  Huron-‐Kinloss	  (Figure	  8).	  

•	   Majorities	   of	   55%	   to	   69%	   see	   negative	   impacts	   on	   6	   dimensions:	   the	   quality	   of	   life	   in	  
Huron-‐Kinloss,	  property	  values,	  road	  traffic,	   future	  generations,	  the	  natural	  environment,	  
and	  how	  the	  rest	  of	  Canada	  would	  view	  Huron-‐Kinloss	  (Figure	  8).	  

•	   There	  is	  no	  majority	  view	  on	  the	  health	  impact	  of	  the	  project.	  The	  largest	  component,	  47%,	  
see	  a	  negative	  impact	  (Figure	  8).	  
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Method	  
The	  survey	  consists	  of	  14	  multiple	  choice	  questions	  about	  the	  nuclear	  waste	  issue,	  one	  question	  
asking	  for	  written	  comments	  on	  the	  issue,	  and	  a	  few	  context	  questions	  such	  as	  age	  and	  length	  
of	  association	  with	  Bruce	  Beach.	  	  

Survey	   questions	   were	   designed	   and	   reported	   by	   ERIN	   Research	   Inc.,	   a	   professional	   market	  
research	   company	  with	  more	   than	   30	   years	   experience.	   BBCA	   executive	   commented	   on	   the	  
draft	  survey.	  Chris	  Davidson	  created	  the	  online	  version	  of	  the	  survey	  and	  collected	  the	  data.	  	  

The	   survey	   was	   distributed	   by	   email	   on	   August	   6	   2019,	   on	   a	   list	   that	   is	   used	   regularly	   to	  
distribute	   information	   to	   the	   community.	   Two	   reminders	  were	   sent,	   and	  a	   link	   to	   the	   survey	  
was	  also	  posted	  on	  the	  front	  page	  of	  the	  BBCA	  website.	  A	  paper	  notice	  about	  the	  survey	  was	  
placed	  in	  all	  mail	  boxes	  along	  Bruce	  Beach	  in	  mid-‐August.	  

400	  respondents	  completed	  the	  survey.	  The	  margin	  of	  error	  for	  a	  sample	  of	  this	  size	  is	  ±4.5%,	  
19	  times	  out	  of	  20.	  	  

	  

Participant	  Profile	  
The	  400	  respondents	  include	  nearly	  equal	  numbers	  of	  women	  and	  men.	  

Age	  groups	  are:	  

•	   Under	  34	  years	  of	  age:	  12%	  

•	   35	  to	  49	  years:	  22%	  

•	   50	  to	  64	  years:	  33%	  

•	   65	  years	  and	  older:	  34%.	  

Most	  respondents	  report	  that	  they	  or	  their	  families	  have	  been	  on	  the	  beach	  since	  before	  1950:	  

•	   Before	  1950:	  64%	  

•	   1950	  to	  1999:	  31%	  

•	   2000	  and	  after:	  6%.	  

Respondents	   are	   distributed	   along	   the	   length	   of	   Bruce	   Beach,	   from	   Gordon	   Street	   south	   of	  
Concession	  6	  of	  Huron-‐Kinloss	  through	  to	  Concession	  10.	  	  

	  

	  

	  

Note:	  Percentages	  in	  this	  report	  may	  not	  add	  to	  100%	  due	  to	  rounding.	   	  
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Results	  
1. Views on The Potential Huron-Kinloss Site 
The	  initial	  question	  asked	  whether	  high-‐level	  nuclear	  waste	  should	  be	  permanently	  buried,	  or	  
whether	  it	  should	  be	  held	  in	  an	  accessible	  location	  until	  other	  options	  have	  been	  explored	  more	  
fully.	  

Respondents	  are	  evenly	  split	  on	  this	  matter	  –	  39%	  support	  burial	  and	  38%	  support	  keeping	   it	  
available	  for	  a	  future	  decision	  (Figure	  1).	  

Most	  of	  the	  39%	  who	  advocate	  burial	  in	  a	  willing	  site	  do	  not	  wish	  to	  see	  Huron-‐Kinloss	  as	  the	  
site:	  just	  31%	  of	  those	  advocating	  burial	  support	  a	  facility	  in	  Huron-‐Kinloss.	  	  

Figure 1. What is the best plan to dispose of Canada’s high-level nuclear waste (e.g., 
spent fuel rods)? 
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Overall,	   14%	   of	   respondents	   support	   the	   burial	   of	   high-‐level	   nuclear	   waste	   in	   Huron-‐Kinloss	  
while	  72%	  oppose	  it	  (Figure	  2).	  

Figure 2. Do you support burying high-level nuclear waste in Huron-Kinloss? 

 

	  

	  

	  

	  

A	  substantial	  majority	  of	  respondents,	  71%,	  support	  a	  municipal	  vote	  of	  Huron-‐Kinloss	  residents	  
on	  the	  proposal	  to	  bury	  waste	  in	  Huron-‐Kinloss	  (Figure	  3).	  	  

Figure 3. Do you support a municipal vote of Huron-Kinloss residents on hosting the 
proposed high-level nuclear waste disposal facility? 
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Nearly	   two-‐thirds	   of	   respondents	   consider	   themselves	   to	   be	   well-‐informed	   on	   the	   nuclear	  
waste	  disposal	  issue	  (Figure	  4).	  The	  survey	  began	  with	  a	  three-‐page	  backgrounder	  on	  the	  status	  
of	  the	  NWMO	  process	  (see	  Appendix),	  and	  this	  may	  have	  increased	  the	  number	  of	  those	  who	  
consider	  themselves	  well-‐informed.	  

Figure 4. Do you consider yourself to be well informed on the critical issues related to 
hosting the proposed high-level nuclear waste disposal facility? 

 

	  

	  

	  

A	  large	  majority,	  84%,	  agree	  that	  there	  should	  be	  an	  independent	  assessment	  –	  by	  an	  authority	  
other	  than	  the	  NWMO	  –	  of	  the	  risks	  and	  benefits	  of	  locating	  the	  high-‐level	  waste	  storage	  facility	  
in	  Huron-‐Kinloss	  (Figure	  5).	  

Figure 5. There should be an independent assessment – by a body other than the NWMO 
– of the risks and benefits of locating the high-level waste storage facility in Huron-
Kinloss. 
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2. Role of BBCA 
Respondents	  overwhelmingly	   (98%)	  support	   the	  BBCA	   in	  representing	  the	  views	  of	   the	  Beach	  
community	  to	  the	  Township	  of	  Huron-‐Kinloss	  and	  other	  relevant	  organizations.	  (Figure	  6).	  	  

Figure 6. Do you support BBCA communicating the views expressed in this survey to the 
Township of Huron-Kinloss, the NWMO, and other relevant organizations? 

 

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

Respondents	  would	  also	  like	  to	  see	  information	  and	  updates	  on	  the	  nuclear	  waste	  issue	  on	  the	  
BBCA	  web	  site	  (Figure	  7).	  

Figure 7. Would you like BBCA to provide information and updates on the nuclear waste 
site selection process via links on its website? 
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3. Impacts of a high-level nuclear waste facility 
In	   order	   to	   understand	   why	   respondents	   support	   or	   oppose	   the	   burial	   of	   high-‐level	   nuclear	  
waste	   in	   Huron-‐Kinloss,	   respondents	   assessed	   the	   likely	   impact	   of	   the	   facility	   on	   seven	  
dimensions.	  	  

•	   A	  majority	  of	  53%	  anticipate	  that	  the	  project	  would	  have	  a	  positive	  impact	  on	  the	  economy	  
of	  Huron-‐Kinloss.	  

•	   Majorities	   of	   55%	   to	   69%	   see	   negative	   impacts	   on	   6	   dimensions:	   the	   quality	   of	   life	   in	  
Huron-‐Kinloss,	  property	  values,	  road	  traffic,	   future	  generations,	  the	  natural	  environment,	  
and	  how	  the	  rest	  of	  Canada	  would	  view	  Huron-‐Kinloss.	  

•	   There	  is	  no	  majority	  view	  on	  the	  health	  impact	  of	  the	  project.	  The	  largest	  component,	  47%,	  
see	  a	  negative	  impact.	  	  

Figure 8. What is the likely impact that a high-level nuclear waste facility in Huron-
Kinloss would have on… 
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Appendix	  

BBCA	  Nuclear	  Waste	  Disposal	  Survey,	  2019	  
WELCOME TO THE 2019 BBCA SURVEY  
The survey will likely take less than 5 minutes to complete.  

You can move forwards and backwards through the survey until you click the 
"END" button.  

The Background section gives you an up-to-date account of the site selection 
process. The questions follow. 

It is very important that everyone on the Beach has a chance to register their 
opinion on this issue. The BBCA does not have email addresses for most 
Beachers, so please help by forwarding the invitation email (with the link to the 
survey) to others in your own cottage.  

BACKGROUND  
Responsibility for nuclear waste in Canada 

Disposal of nuclear waste is a federal government responsibility. The Nuclear 
Waste Management Organization (NWMO) was established under federal 
legislation to devise and implement a plan to bury all of Canada's high-level 
nuclear waste in a geologically stable area.  

The NWMO is a partnership of the utilities and agencies, including Ontario Power 
Generation, that produce the waste. Nuclear plants produce approximately 60% 
of Ontario's electricity.  

In addition to burial, the NWMO is following, but not committed to, options such 
as the reprocessing of nuclear waste. Reprocessing may reduce the overall 
amount of high-level nuclear waste, but the need for a permanent deep 
geological repository will remain.  

Low-level waste 

Low-level nuclear waste consists of material that has been exposed to radiation 
and is thus slightly radioactive. Examples include clothing worn by plant workers 
and cleaning equipment such as mops. Low-level waste in Ontario is managed 
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by Ontario Power Generation, not by the NWMO. Huron-Kinloss is not under 
consideration for the burial of low-level waste. 

High-level waste 

High-level nuclear waste is spent fuel that has been removed from reactors in 
nuclear power generating stations or in nuclear research facilities. It is highly 
radioactive and must be shielded from all forms of life for tens of thousands of 
years. High-level waste is presently stored at each reactor site. 

Where will high-level waste be buried? 

The NWMO has narrowed its choice to 5 sites: 3 northern Ontario municipalities 
(Ignace, Manitouwadge, and Hornpayne), plus Huron-Kinloss and its eastern 
neighbour, South Bruce. Waste from all of Canada's nuclear facilities (in Ontario, 
Manitoba, Quebec, and New Brunswick) will be buried at the one site that is 
selected from this group. 

The approval process 

The NWMO says it will choose the site in 2023. The decision must be approved 
by the Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission, a process that could take 5 years. 
A construction period of 10 years or more would ensue, with the facility 
potentially starting to accept waste in about 2040.  

Huron-Kinloss as the potential site for high-level waste 

The NWMO has said that it will only build the facility in an informed and willing 
community. How the notions of informed and willing will be determined have yet 
to be defined, but the NWMO says it will want to see a “compelling demonstration 
from the grassroots” that the community is supportive.  

The NWMO pledges not to build if Indigenous peoples are opposed. The support 
or opposition of the Saugeen Ojibway Nation for the project will be critical in 
Huron-Kinloss. 

Scope of the project 

The construction budget is about $6 billion. The cost of the entire project, 
including planning, construction, licensing, operating, and closure, is estimated at 
$23 billion. By comparison, the 30-year contract to build and maintain the new 
19-kilometre light rail transit line in Toronto is $9.1 billion. The Fort Hills oil sands 
project in Alberta cost $17 billion. 

The proposed repository would hold up to 100,000 tonnes of spent fuel. The final 
total depends on how long the current fleet of reactors continues to operate. 
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Physical features of the repository 

In Huron-Kinloss, the NWMO proposes to place the waste in chambers 
excavated in a layer of limestone about 500 metres below the surface. The 
repository will be on a single level, and cover an underground area measuring 2 
by 3 kilometres, or about 1,500 acres. The rock excavated from the site will cover 
an area of about 50 acres. 

The waste fuel bundles will be encased in corrosion-resistant metal canisters, 
then placed in the underground chambers. The chambers will be backfilled with 
clay and a 6-to-10-metre thick bentonite clay seal. The entrance will be sealed 
with a 10-to-12-metre thick concrete bulkhead.  

NWMO’s plan is that specially designed trucks will deliver the waste twice a day, 
in batches of 5 tonnes each, for several decades until the repository is full. It will 
then be closed and monitored for an “extended period.” While the NWMO does 
not explicitly discuss this, stored waste could be retrieved and shipped elsewhere 
for reprocessing – up until the time that the facility is permanently sealed.  

NWMO states that surface facilities will include headframes for the hoists to carry 
the waste into the repository, a packaging plant where the waste will be sealed in 
the canisters, and a Centre of Excellence to conduct research into the storage 
and handling of nuclear waste. The characteristics of the Centre of Excellence 
have not yet been defined.  

Current status 

The NWMO is currently seeking to assemble land in Huron-Kinloss by soliciting 
options to purchase property. This process is underway but not completed. 

Impact on the community 

The project would bring new jobs and economic activity to Huron-Kinloss and the 
surrounding region. It may also permanently identify Huron-Kinloss in the public 
mind with nuclear waste, and this could impact the value of farms, homes, and 
cottages.  

The NWMO says that the safety of people and the environment is its “top 
priority.” Still, radiation leaks have occurred at nuclear waste facilities in other 
countries. The people of Huron-Kinloss will have to weigh the environmental risks 
to farming, living in the area, and cottaging, against the economic benefits that a 
large-scale project could generate. 
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The Potential Huron-Kinloss Site 
1. What is the best plan to dispose of Canada’s high-level nuclear waste 
(e.g., spent fuel rods)? 

___ Bury it in Huron-Kinloss 
___ Bury it at some other location where there is a willing host 

government 
___ Hold it in at the individual nuclear reactor sites until other disposal 

options have been more fully explored 
___ Other 

2. Do you support burying high-level nuclear waste in Huron-Kinloss? 
___ Yes 
___ No 
___ Not sure 

3. Do you support a municipal vote of Huron-Kinloss residents on 
hosting the proposed high-level nuclear waste disposal facility? 

___ Yes 
___ No 
___ Not sure 

4. Do you consider yourself to be well informed on the critical issues 
related to hosting the proposed high-level nuclear waste disposal facility? 

___ Yes 
___ No 
___ Not sure 

5. There should be an independent assessment – by a body other than 
the NWMO – of the risks and benefits of locating the high-level waste 
storage facility in Huron-Kinloss. 

___ Agree 
___ Disagree 
___ Not sure 
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Role of BBCA 
6. Do you support BBCA communicating the views expressed in this 
survey to the Township of Huron-Kinloss, the NWMO, and other relevant 
organizations? 

___ Yes 
___ No 

7. Would you like BBCA to provide information and updates on the 
nuclear waste site selection process via links on its website? 

___ Yes 
___ No 

Impacts of a high-level nuclear waste facility 
8. What is the likely impact that a high-level nuclear waste facility in 
Huron-Kinloss would have on…  

 Positive Negative No impact Not sure 

The value of your property ___ ___ ___ ___ 

The economy of Huron-Kinloss ___ ___ ___ ___ 

The health of residents ___ ___ ___ ___ 

How the rest of Canada views Huron-Kinloss ___ ___ ___ ___ 

Amount of road traffic ___ ___ ___ ___ 

Quality of life in Huron-Kinloss ___ ___ ___ ___ 

Future generations ___ ___ ___ ___ 

The natural environment ___ ___ ___ ___  
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In your own words 
9. What is your main reason for supporting or not supporting the 
construction of a high-level nuclear waste facility in Huron-Kinloss?  

 

 

 

	  

About you 
10. Please write your cottage number or address below: BBCA needs to 
know how many cottages/residences this survey represents. 

#______________________________  

11. Your age 
___ Under 24 
___ 25-34 
___ 35-49 
___ 50-64 
___ 65+ 
 

12. Your gender  

________________  

 

13. When did your you or your family come to Bruce Beach? 
___ Before 1950 
___ 1950-1999 
___ 2000 or after 

	  

	  

Thank	  you!	  


